TEST/FORM 8

                                             Variant 1
Part I. Reading.

A. Read the text and match the titles to the paragraphs A-E. One title is extra.
1. WHY DOES EACH HURRICANE HAVE A NAME? 
2. WHAT DO THE HURRICANE CATEGORIES MEAN?
3. WHAT ARE HURRICANES?
4. WHAT HAPPENS LATER?
5. CAN WE DO ANYTHING TO STOP THEM?
6. HOW DO THEY OCCUR?

                                    Hurricanes
It was supposed to hit the coast of Florida. But hurricane Isaac changed the course midway It directed its fury towards the three Gulf states of Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama.
A. Hurricanes also known as cyclones in some parts of the world are super powerful storms. They gain strength from winds that help them blow at speeds ranging from 75 to 225 miles per hour, resulting in massive destruction when they hit land. When a hurricane first begins, the rising winds blow in towards the centre of the storm. While the cane is attempting to go straight, the Earth’s movement causes it to turn to the right, forcing it to go counterclockwise.
B. For hurricanes to occur, the ocean temperatures must be at least 80Fahrenheit and the atmosphere around it, full of moisture. Also, the winds must be blowing in the same speed to force the air upward from the surface of the ocean. The warm water creates low-pressure air, causing it to rises; it collects moisture-forming thunderclouds. The warm air produces more heat and rises faster, causing colder air to rush in. This increases the intensity of the storm. This water is the most deadly part of the hurricane, because it dumps into any landmass it hits, causing floods and devastation.
C. Hurricanes are given names, so that scientists can track the storms from start to finish. In the fifties, hurricanes were named after the phonic alphabet, like Able, Baker etc. From 1953 to 1979, the US Weather Bureau decided to shift to only women’s names. Since then, they have chosen between male and female names and now have six different name lists that the change each year. If a hurricane causes real major devastation, like Katrina did to New Orleans in 2005 the name is never used again.
D. In the past, scientist tried various inventions to weaken these storms. But they gave up in the 1960’s after realizing that the weather patterns were too large to affect. Instead, they changed their focus to understanding how hurricanes form and move, so that they could predict the time and intensity with greater accuracy. But like other acts of nature, this too remains an inexact science that is neither completely predictable nor controllable.
E. The hurricane categories range from 1 to 5. It is a way to measure their intensity, with 5 being the worst. A typical season sees about six hurricanes, the peak of the season is not until the end of September. The good news is that Isaac is the fourth hurricane of the 2012 Atlantic season – the first three did not land on the US soil. So maybe the USA will escape the rest too, which would make this the best hurricane season Americans have had in many year.

B. Read the text again and mark statements True (T), False (F), Not Stated (NS).
1. Hurricanes are very dangerous as they can destroy anything on their way.
2. Hurricanes hit the surface of the ocean causing huge waves.
3. If fact, hurricanes occur due to the difference in the atmosphere temperatures.
4. Most of the hurricanes have male names.
5. Hurricanes are named to help scientist study them.
6. Scientists have invented traps for hurricanes to stop them.
7. Nowadays scientists successfully predict the direction and time of any hurricane,
8. The lower the category of the hurricane the easier it is to predict it.
Part II Language in use.
C. Read the text and choose the right options.
What Is The School System (1) _____ in China?
Education is compulsory and (2) _____ for Chinese citizens from 6 (3)_____ 15 though parents must pay small (4)_____ for books and uniforms. Chinese children all get a primary and middle school public education. Each class (5)_____ 35 students. After middle school, parents must pay for public high school though the (6)______ of families in cities can afford the modest fees. In (7)_____ part of China, many students stop their (8)_____ (9)_____ the age of 15. There are (10)_____ schools in China for wealthy people as well as dozens of international fee paying schools.

1. A) look           b) alike             c) like           d) similar
2. A) easy           b) cheap            c) free          d) expensive
3. A) up              b) by                  c) until         d) to
4. A) money       b) fees                c) parts         d) bonus
5. A) averages    b) is                    c) consists     d) is made
6. A) majority     b) many              c) most          d) few
7. A) country       b) village           c) rural           d) countryside
8. A) class           b) education       c) study           d) school
9. A) by               b) from               c) at                  d) in
10.  A) own           b) property          c) individual    d) private

D. Complete sentences with the words derived from the words in brackets.
1. We play board games on long journeys for _______ (Amuse)
2. At the end of his holiday, he always feels a bit of______ about leaving a place (Sad)
3. We meet on Monday evenings to discuss the _____ of animals in danger (Protect)
4. In the UK, it is___________ to drive a car if you under 17 (Legal)
5. This letter is written in __________ style (Formal)
E.   Fill in the gaps with the correct form of the verbs in brackets.
1. John plays football very well. It is worth _______(to take) part in a sports competition at the stadium.
1. World War II _________ (to declare) in 1939.
1. Mary ___________(to say) that she was going to study Biology. 
1. We_________ (to have) a meeting on Tuesday.
1. I wish I ____ (to go) to the party last night.
1. If you do volunteer work, you ____(to help) those in need.
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